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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Commissioner: 

1 . List of All Patents. Publications, U.S. Applications, or Other Information 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.56 5 1.97, and 1.98, Applicant requests 
consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form(s) (commonly 
referred to as a PTO-1449 form) and/or the additional information identified below. 

2. Enclosed Legible Copies 

2a. A legible copy of each foreign patent document and publication listed on the 
PTO/SB/08 form is enclosed, 

□ i. except, a copy is not provided for each reference previously cited by or 
submitted to the Patent Office in prior U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 



claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §120. 

□ ii. except, a copy is not provided for each cumulative reference and enclosed 
reference identified below: 

□ 2b. A copy of the specification and drawings for each cited unpublished U.S. 



, filed 



from which the present application 



application. 
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□ 2c. A copy of a Search Report or Written Opinion from a foreign patent office is also 

enclosed. 

□ 2d. Consideration of the enclosed additional and/or below discussed information is 

requested. 

3 . Concise Explanation of Relevance for Non-English Language Information 

For each non-English language reference listed on the attached SB/08 form(s), reference is made 
to: 

□ 3 a. an English language translation submitted herewith, 



□ 


3b. 


□ 


3c. 


□ 


3d. 


□ 


3e. 


□ 


3f. 



herewith, 



Foreign Patent Document 


Corresponding English Language 
Patent Document 







□ 3g. the following concise explanation: . 

4. Time for Filing 

□ 4a. This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

□ i. for U.S. national applications or national stage PCT applications (not including 

CPAs and RCEs), within.3 months of filing or entry into national stage; or 

□ ii. for U.S. national applications, national stage PCT applications, CPAs or RCEs, 

before the first Office Action on the merits, 

and thus no certification and/or fee is required. 

□ 4b. This information Disclosure Statement is submitted after three months from the 

filing date and after the first Office Action on the merits, but prior to the mailing date 
of a final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, and thus: 
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□ i. the statement specified in 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) is provided below, or 

□ ii. a fee of $ (set forth in 37 CFR §1.1 7(p)) is enclosed. 

IK| 4c. This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted after the mailing date of a final 
Office Action or Notice of Allowance and prior to payment of the issue fee, and 
thus: 

□ i. the statement specified in 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) is provided below, and a fee of $ 

(set forth in 37 CFR §1.1 7(p)) is enclosed, or 

M ii- a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) and fee of 37 CFR §1.1 7(e) has 
been filed. 

□ 4d. This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted after payment of the issue fee, 

and thus: 

i. a Petition to Withdraw from Issue pursuant to 37 CFR §1.3 1 3(c)(2) has been 
filed, and 

ii. a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) and fee of 3 7 CFR §1.1 7(e) has 
been filed^ 

5. Certification- Statement Under 37 CFR 1 .97(e) 

□ 5a. It is hereby certified that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

□ 5b. A copy of a dated communication from a foreign patent office which clearly shows 

the statement is being submitted within three (3) months of the date on the 
communication is enclosed. 

□ 5c. It is hereby certified that no item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined 
in § 1.56(b). It is believed that no additional fees are required. Should any other fee be required, 
however, please charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 23-3030, but not to include any 
payment of issue fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 



By 




Troy J. Cole, Keg. No. 35,102 

Woodard,'Enlhardt, Moriarty, McNett & Henry LLP 

1 1 1 Monument Circle, Suite 3700 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-5137 

(317) 634-3456 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/648,058 


Filing Date 


August 26, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


John Yates i 


Art Unit 


3677 


Examiner Name 


Andre Jackson 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket No. 


31163-2 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 

item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s) publisher, city and/or country where published 



Catalog Page from BOURDON (BFI), unknown publication date. 



Catalog Page from U.S. FORGECRAFT CORP., 1997 



Catalog Page titled "Surgical Buckles," unknown. 



Catalog Page titled "Medical Buckles," "unknown." 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 





Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





*EXAMlNER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 
Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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